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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acl<nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), wliich 
papers have been placed of record in tine file. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 14 does not have a period at the end of the sentence. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 10-13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over patent no. 2,826,003 to Oki et al. in view of patent no. 5,713,403 to 
Clusserath et al. and patent no. 6,905,399 to Lischka. 

Regarding claim 1 , Oki discloses a potting machine for potting flowerpots, with a 
conveying device (12) comprising a plurality of pot retainers (14) for a respective 
flowerpot, with a housing ring (1) surrounding the conveying device (12). 
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Oki does not disclose a labeling device for labeling the flowerpots, the labeling 
device comprising a dispensing tongue constructed and arranged for stripping off labels 
and applying them to the flowerpots, a positioning device comprising a joint and having 
a positioning arm constructed and arranged for pivoting the labeling device and 
positioning the dispensing tongue against the flowerpots being connected to the labeling 
device. 

Clusserath et al. discloses that it is known to have a labeling device (8) in a filling 
machine and labeling device comprising a dispensing tongue (26') constructed and 
arranged for stripping off labels and applying them to the flowerpots (Clusserath et al. 
discloses the structure of the labeling device and therefore being capable of performing 
the function of the device as claimed by applicant). 

Lischka discloses that it is known to have a positioning device (116) in a 
conditioning mechanism for chemical mechanical polishing comprising a joint (not 
numbered, but shown in fig. 1 being at the base of element 1 1 6) and having a 
positioning arm (not numbered, but shown in fig. 1) constructed and arranged for 
pivoting the labeling device and positioning the dispensing tongue against the 
flowerpots being connected to the labeling device (Lischka discloses the structure of the 
positioning device and therefore being capable of performing the function of the device 
as claimed by applicant). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Oki with the teachings of Clusserath et al. and 
Lischka for the purpose of adding information to the containers and transferring an item 
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from one position to the next respectively as stated by Clusserath et al. in the 
ABSTRACT and Lischka in col. 2, lines 63-67. 

Regarding claims 2-4, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 1 . 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. do not disclose a mounting means at the end of 
the positioning arm. 

Lischka further discloses a mounting means (not numbered, but shown in fig. 1) 
at the end of the positioning arm. 

Regarding claim 5, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 1. 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka do not disclose the positioning arm 
firmly connected via a mounting means to said housing ring or to a discharge device 
assigned to said potting machine. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka to 
have the positioning arm firmly connected via a mounting means to said housing ring, 
since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

Regarding claim 6, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 2. 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. do not disclose a joint provided between the 
mounting means and positioning arm. 
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Lischka further discloses a joint provided between the mounting means and 
positioning arm (not numbered, but shown in fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 1 . 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. do not disclose the positioning device comprises 
at least one further positioning arm and in that said positioning arm and said further 
positioning arm are connected to one another via a further joint. 

Lischka further discloses a positioning device comprises at least one further 
positioning arm and in that said positioning arm and said further positioning arm are 
connected to one another via a further joint (not numbered, but shown In fig. 1 as being 
the joint between the two linkages of element 1 1 6). 

Regarding claim 10, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 7. 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka do not disclose the labeling device 
connected to said positioning arm or to said further positioning arm. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka to 
have the labeling device connected to said positioning arm, since it has been held that 
rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 
USPQ 70. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose 
as discussed above in claims 1 and 2. 
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Oki in view of Clusseratli et al. and Lischl<a do not disclose the labeling 20 device 
being heiglit-adjustable, particularly via said positioning device. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka to 
include the labeling 20 device being height-adjustable, particularly via said positioning 
device, since it has been held that the provision of adjustability, where needed, involves 
only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 

Regarding claim 13, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 1. 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. do not disclose the positioning arm designed as 
an angle with a horizontal leg and a vertical leg. 

Lischka further discloses a positioning arm designed as an angle with a 
horizontal leg and a vertical leg (not numbered, but shown in fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 15, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 1 . 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. do not disclose that said first joint and/or a 
plurality of further joints designed in such a way that a movement is possible about at 
least two axes. 

Lischka further discloses that said first joint and/or a plurality of further joints 
designed in such a way that a movement is possible about at least two axes (not 
numbered, but shown in fig. 1 ; note both joints being located at the base of element 1 1 6 
and between the two linkages of element 116). 
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Regarding claim 16, Oki in view of Clusserath et al. and Lischka disclose as 
discussed above in claim 1 . 

Oki in view of Clusserath et al. do not disclose the joint and/or a plurality of 
further joints assigned a locking means for locking in any pivoting position. 

Lischka further discloses the joint and/or a plurality of further joints assigned a 
locking means for locking in any pivoting position (col. 2, lines 63-67; note the locking 
means is considered to be inherent in order for the device of Lischka to perform as 
described in the aforementioned section of col. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill In the art at the time the 
Invention was made to have modified Lischka's generic locking means with a screw 
lever locking means, since the examiner recognizes the equivalence of a generic 
locking means and a screw lever locking means for their use in the art and the selection 
of any of these known equivalents would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 9 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable If rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILLIE W. BERRY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8974. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am to 5:30pm Mon. - 
Fri.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571 ) 272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Wbj. 



/Peter M. Poon/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3643 



